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For Immediate Release 

 
Marrakesh Treaty Given Final Approval 

APH Becomes Member of the Accessible Books Consortium 
 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (October 11, 2018) – On Tuesday President Trump gave final approval to the 
Marrakesh Treaty Implementation Act. This change gives Americans who are blind or visually 
impaired access to accessible books from more than 40 countries that have joined the 
Marrakesh Treaty. 

“We are excited to see the United States government understand how important accessible 
books are for everyone,” said Gary Mudd, VP of Government and Community Affairs at 
American Printing House for the Blind (APH). “At APH, we believe accessible information is 
more than a convenience, but a human right. We look forward to the role we will play in the 
sharing of these important publications. This is a major step forward for people who are blind 
or visually impaired here in the states, and across the globe.” 

The Marrakesh Treaty creates a copyright exemption for domestic reproduction and use of 
accessible literary works and printed musical works. It allows for the exportation and 
importation of these accessible items in formats such as audio books, braille, and large print. 
Authorized organizations serving people who are blind or visually impaired can import works to 
or from more than 40 countries that are part of the treaty. 

To help facilitate the exchange of accessible books now allowed by the Marrakesh Treaty, APH 
has become a member of the Accessible Books Consortium. Look for an announcement from 
APH on this new collaboration in the future. 

APH already has extensive databases with accessible materials available to the public. You 
can visit the Louis Database at louis.aph.org and the Migel at migel.aph.org. 

About American Printing House for the Blind 
American Printing House for the Blind is a worldwide leader in designing innovative lifelong 
learning solutions for children and adults who are blind or visually impaired. In this fast-
changing world, we believe in the power and necessity of learning to open the doors to 
educational success, satisfying employment, social inclusion, active citizenship, and personal 
well-being. We level the learning playing field by providing specialized technology, materials, 
products, and services that are essential for education and life. American Printing House for 
the Blind is headquartered at 1839 Frankfort Avenue in Louisville, Kentucky. For more 
information, please visit www.aph.org. 
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