
DBT FOUNDATIONS
Where to start with Duxbury Braille Translator (DBT)



Hello!
Kyle DeJute
Braille Trainer at APH
Braille Transcriber certified in Nemeth 
Code, Textbook Formats, and UEB; 
proficient in UEB for technical material 
(UEB Math/Science)

Foundations of DBT



Not Goals
a. You do not have to know all the codes.

b. We will not cover all possible ways to interact with DBT.

c. There is a LOT of information in just a little time.

d. The first part of this presentation includes glimpses of 
concepts that we will examine in detail further along.
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Goals
1. Identify three file types in DBT

2. Define four key terms
o character style, paragraph style, code, template

3. Locate and explain the setting
“read formatted braille without interpretation”
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DXP, DXB, BRF
File types in Duxbury Braille Translator
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BRF – Braille Ready File
• No codes or styles
• Hard spaces, line 

breaks, page breaks, 
ASCII characters

• Often for embosser
• Easily readable by 

multiple software 
programs, including text 
editors
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BRF – Braille Ready File views
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BRF – Braille Ready File views (cont.)
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DXP – Duxbury Print
• Includes codes & styles
• Print letters
• Most flexible working file
• Best read by DBT
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DXP – Duxbury Print views
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A Poll! #1
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Poll #1
Which DBT file type has more editing flexibility?

A. BRF
B. DXP
C. DOT
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DXB – Duxbury Braille
• Includes codes & styles
• ASCII characters in 

Simbraille font
• Can be a working file in 

a single code
• Best read by DBT
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DXB – Duxbury Braille views
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Demonstration of File Types in Action

🦆🦆
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Clones and Evil Scientists
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Every Ctrl + T Creates a New Clone
A .dxp is the file type generated 
when a Microsoft Word file is 
imported into DBT. Each time you 
“translate” (CTRL + T) a .dxp file, a 
separate and new .dxb file is 
generated.   

Foundations of DBT



Other File Types
• .pdf
• .docx
• .xml (NIMAS)

• For more information on working with the NIMAC,
visit NIMAC.us

• What is the NIMAC, and where do NIMAS files come
from? See part of the News from the NIMAC 2020-10-09
215pm

• and more 📃📃!
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https://nimac.us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5ScwmL6O24&t=205s


A Poll! #2
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Poll #2
Which of the following lists the three Duxbury Braille 
Translator file types?

A. BRL, PRT, DOT
B. BEEP, BOP, BOOP
C. BRF, DXP, DXB
D. DXP, ABT, BRF
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File Types in DBT, summary
DXP files are the most editable Duxbury file type.

DXB files are also editable, but they are not as flexible as a .dxp
when it comes to translation using different braille codes 
(because the file is made up of braille characters specific to the 
code that was used in its first creation).

BRF files are hardly editable at all, because their formatting is 
so rigid. .brf files are most appropriate for production and 
sharing of braille files, because they require relatively little 
memory and can be interpreted by multiple software programs.
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File Types in DBT, summary (cont.)
Duxbury Braille Translator uses three file types. These are:
 .brf (“braille ready file”)
o ASCII characters, hard spaces, line breaks, and page 

breaks

 .dxp (“Duxbury print”)
o print letters, codes, and styles

 .dxb (“Duxbury braille”)
o ASCII characters, codes, and styles
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CODES
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Instructions for DBT
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from DBT Documentation on “Codes”

All Word Processors use some form of mark-up codes, which may or 
may not be visible to the user, to determine how a page element is 
displayed and printed. An obvious example is making a word appear 
bold. …

<span style="font-weight: bold>bold</span>

DBT likewise uses codes, but its codes relate to how your Braille is 
translated and formatted. …
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https://duxburysystems.com/documentation/dbt12.5/Templates_Styles_Codes/Codes/codes.htm


Code examples
• pg
• <
• >
• fts~i
• g1
• and more
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How Do You Even Know DBT Codes?
• You can look up codes in the DBT 

Codes Quick Reference

• Duxbury’s “Braille” tab in Word has a 
curated collection of codes and styles.
o “Braille” tab comes along with 

SWIFT (free program from Duxbury 
that bridges Word and DBT)

• Experience, study, and sharing
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https://duxburysystems.com/documentation/dbt12.5/Templates_Styles_Codes/Codes/codes_quick_reference.htm
https://duxburysystems.com/swift.asp?f3=


Codes in a Table Example
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“View Codes”

• Alt + F3
• View menu, Codes
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How To Insert DBT Codes
• Ctrl + [
• Layout Menu
• F9
🦆🦆
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STYLES
“paragraph” and “character”
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Paragraph Styles
Essentially, paragraph styles affect page-level formatting,
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Character Styles
and character styles affect symbol-level formatting.
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Character 
Styles Fit 
INSIDE a 
Paragraph 
Style
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A Poll! #3
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Poll #3
What is the term for what we have called “instructions for 
Duxbury”?

A. Codes
B. Modes
C. Directions
D. SWIFT
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What’s in a Paragraph Style?

• First line start position
• Runover line start position
• Blank line(s)
• Protection
• and more
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Paragraph Styles are Made Up of a Family 
of Instructions to DBT
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Paragraph Style vs Character Style Names
• Paragraph style names 

end with a period
• Character style names 

have no period at their 
ends

• h3. or H3-HeadingCell7.
vs bold or Uncontracted
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A Poll! #4
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Poll #4
True or False? When you edit a DXB (Duxbury braille file), 
the DXP changes as well. (DXP is a Duxbury print file.)

A. True
B. False

It’s false in reverse as well. If you edit a DXP, it has no effect on 
any existing DXB. Separate files in DBT are all unconnected.
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How to Apply a Style
1. “Layout” dropdown menu
2. Apply Style…

or F8

🦆🦆
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Note on DBT’s 
“Translated Line”
The existence of paragraph 
styles and passage indicators 
in braille codes is why we 
should take the translated line 
with multiple grains of salt.
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TEMPLATES
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Template as Skeleton
“… A template is a ‘skeleton’ for the 
document that provides the structure for 
translation and formatting. …”

– from DBT Documentation on “Templates”
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https://duxburysystems.com/documentation/dbt12.5/Templates_Styles_Codes/Templates/Templates_Docs/templates_styles_and_codes_intro.htm


What’s in a Template?
A DBT template contains or references the following:

• DBT Translation Table
o Main and secondary

• Set of DBT styles, including definitions
• Word-to-DBT Style Mapping file (“word:mws”)
• and more
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How To Set Your 
Default Template

1. “File” dropdown menu
2. New…
3. Highlight template you want
4. “Mark template as default” button
5. OK
🦆🦆
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HELP FILES
Documentation: in-program and online
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In-program 
Documentation
“Help” menu

• Help Topics…
• Translate Help…
• New in ____
• Registration…
• Check for Updates
• About DBT…
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Documentation Online
• The content of the “Help” menu 

(aka DBT’s documentation) is 
available online at 
https://www.duxburysystems.com/
documentation/dbt12.5/index.htm

• Getting “Help” online lets you 
bookmark and search easily

• Documentation for versions other 
than 12.5 is also available online
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https://www.duxburysystems.com/documentation/dbt12.5/index.htm


How To Find Out What 
Version of DBT You Have

1. “Help” dropdown menu
2. About DBT…
3. First line in the resulting pop-up
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A Poll! #5
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Poll #5
True or False? Editing a BRF is usually the most efficient 
way to use DBT (Duxbury Braille Translator).

A. True
B. False
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*THE* BRF SETTING
Read formatted braille without interpretation
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How To Make Sure You 
See the Real BRF in DBT
1. “Global” dropdown menu
2. Formatted Braille Importer…
3. check “Read formatted 

braille without interpretation”
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Happy Quacking!
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COMING SOON

Join us in February for

How Braille Works
Electronically

Feb 28th (Monday)
12:00-1:00 ET



BONUS NOTES
In case we have time, inspiration for discussion
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Terms
• Program window
• Code
• Paragraph style
• Character style
• ASCII
• Simbraille font
• Hard space
• Line break
• Page break

• SWIFT
• Braille tab
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Tricks
• Inserting codes in Word
• Opening a BRF using a text editor
• Modify styles (especially to explore what a style does)
• Changing font of DXP or DXB/BRF and why that is *not*

translating the file
• Why DBT never shows “brf” in file name within program window
• rm0:0 code
• tld code
• Using stb codes for tables
• Navigating the Help menu (in-program and online)
• Using Jaws to read codes character by character
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https://www.duxburysystems.com/documentation/dbt12.5/Templates_Styles_Codes/Codes/navigating_dbt_codes.htm
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