Hello,
APH is preparing for the 150th running of the Kentucky Derby…. braille style! To celebrate the upcoming Kentucky Derby, we have added the iconic Twin Spires to our Tactile Graphics Image Library (TGIL). Graphics in the TGIL can be displayed on the Monarch, our multipurpose device that can display tactile graphics and digital textbooks. Other Derby-themed graphics include a horse; horseshoe; jockey silk; lily (flower); racetrack; rose (flower); and Twin Spires.
Celebrating the Kentucky Derby on the Monarch is a great way to introduce tactile graphics to children. Their hands can feel the displayed images that individuals with sight can see. Along with braille right at their fingertips, users can quickly read additional information about the Derby.
Braille alongside multiline graphics on the same device, showcases why the Monarch proves itself as a vital tool for children who are blind or low vision. In a school setting, textbook production can take months and thousands of dollars to produce. When the book makes it into the hands of students, they could navigate as many as 43 volumes to find the correct curriculum and accompanying tactile graphics. This results in students who are blind falling behind, having to make up for missed classroom instruction in their free time, and TVI’s having to do more impromptu creation of educational materials and content. We know that students deserve faster, equitable access to information.
Together with our partners at HumanWare and the National Federation of the Blind (NFB), we have worked to create and develop the Monarch, which will significantly reduce the time to fingertips for our students. APH and HumanWare have designed the specifications and user experience requirements and are equal investors in this project. HumanWare has manufactured the hardware and software foundation, while DOT Inc., a technology supplier for HumanWare, has developed new, innovative cell technology used in the tactile display of the device. NFB, the world’s leading membership organization representing blind people, has played a critical role in bringing the customer voice into the project. This ensures that Monarch will be powered by the people it serves.
The Monarch is approximately 4.5 pounds and the size of a 15-inch gaming laptop. The device features an 8-dot braille keyboard, zoom in/out buttons, direction pads, up/down arrow buttons, and a 10 line by 32 cell refreshable braille display, which is capable of rendering multiple lines of braille and tactile graphics with equidistant pins. This technology will bridge the educational gap for students along with the development of a new dynamic file type that will bring braille and graphics together in a navigable file.
Please see the following links for additional information:
· Mastering the Monarch
· Making the Monarch: A Revolutionary Device for All
· The Braille Metamorphosis Has Begun
· The eBRF Revolution
· The Monarch: Tactile Access to Digital Learning
We would love to showcase this remarkable product that will impact the lives of so many. Please let me know if there is anything I can assist with. I can be reached at (502) 608-3271, or email at sbrown@aph.org.
Thank you,
Sara
