Six JAWS Tips for Streamlining Web Research Workflows Resource
Research rarely happens on just one web page. Whether you are gathering information for work, school, or personal projects, you may need to:
Compare sources
Interpret images and visuals
Complete online forms
Take notes
Organize information from multiple websites
Synthesize results
Use these six tips to streamline your research workflows and increase productivity.
Navigate tables in Word, PDFs, and web pages using the JAWS Table Layer. 
The JAWS table layer is a mode that helps you navigate tables more efficiently using dedicated commands. When you activate the table layer, you can quickly move between rows, columns, and cells, making it easier to explore and understand the structure of a table.
To use the JAWS table layer:
When your focus is inside a table, press INSERT+SPACEBAR, T if using Desktop keyboard layout, and CAPS LOCK+SPACEBAR, T if using Laptop layout. 
Once the table layer is active, you can use the following commands:
Left and right arrow keys: Move to the previous or next column.
Up and down arrow keys: move to the previous or next row.
If you need help while in the table layer, press SHIFT+SLASH to hear a help message describing the available commands. Press ESC to exit the message.
Copy tables from a web page
You can copy tables from a web page and paste them into your document using a few keystrokes. This makes it easier to save information like lists of keystrokes, statistical data, and product specifications or comparisons. When you copy a table, the data retains its formatting and table structure.
To copy a table:
1. Navigate to the table using the letter T.
1. Press UP ARROW once to hear JAWS speak the word “table,” followed by the number of columns and rows.
1. Press F8 to select the table.
1. Press CTRL+C to copy the table to your Windows clipboard.
1. Navigate to the document where you want to paste it and press CTRL+V.
Interpret images, charts, and PowerPoint slide visuals with Picture Smart AI.
Picture Smart AI is a JAWS feature that uses artificial intelligence to describe images, photos, charts, PowerPoint slides, and other visual elements that may not have alternative text. It can provide details such as the number of people, their appearance, activities, landmarks, landscape features, and even text found in images. Picture Smart AI integrates with the AI services ChatGPT and Claude to deliver these descriptions.
To use Picture Smart AI, you first press the Picture Smart layer command, then a specific key for the type of description you want. Here are the main commands:
1. Start Picture Smart Layer:
Press INSERT+SPACEBAR, then P.
After entering the Picture Smart layer, use one of these keys:
F: Describe the currently selected image file in File Explorer.
C: Describe the currently selected control (such as a picture in a Word document or on a website).
S: Describe the entire screen.
W: Describe the current application window.
ENTER: Describe an image based on the current context (for example, the current slide in Teams or PowerPoint, the selected file in File Explorer, or the current image on a web page).
A: Open the Picture Smart dialog to acquire an image from a scanner or PEARL camera.
SHIFT+SLASH (which is the Question Mark key): Display help for the Picture Smart layer.
To get more detailed descriptions, add SHIFT to the command (for example, INSERT+SPACEBAR, P, SHIFT+F). This bypasses the initial short description and takes you directly to the results from both ChatGPT and Claude.
You can ask follow-up questions about an image after a description is shown, using the link in the Results Viewer.
Note: For Picture Smart AI to work, the "submit anonymous usage data" option must be enabled in JAWS Settings Center.
Label web page and PDF elements using the JAWS AI Labeler.
The JAWS AI Labeler is a feature designed to help you interact with inaccessible elements on web pages or applications that lack proper labels. It uses artificial intelligence to generate meaningful labels for these elements, making them easier to understand and use with JAWS.
To use the JAWS AI Labeler:
1. Place focus on the inaccessible element (such as a button or image) you want to label.
1. Press INSERT+G if using Desktop keyboard layout, and CAPS LOCK+G if using laptop layout.
1. JAWS will capture a screenshot of the focused element, send it to an AI model, and then speak a suggested label. It will also announce the type and, if available, the state of the element.
1. The AI-generated label is automatically saved, so the next time you encounter this element, JAWS will announce the new label.
1. If the element already has a custom label, JAWS will display a dialog with both the current and suggested labels, allowing you to choose whether to replace the existing label.
Simplify busy or cluttered web pages with Page Explorer.
Page Explorer is a JAWS feature that provides a quick summary of any web page. It tells you about the page’s layout, main content, important links, and gives you tips for navigating the page efficiently.
To use Page Explorer:
1. Press INSERT+SHIFT+E (if using Desktop layout) or CAPS LOCK+SHIFT+E (if using Laptop layout)
JAWS will open a summary in the Results Viewer. You can read the overview, activate important links, and get navigation tips—all in one place. This helps you understand complex pages without having to explore every element one by one.
Press ESC to exit the Results Viewer and return to your web page.
Complete and review complex forms on a web page using JAWS-specific keyboard commands
On a web page, JAWS recognizes several types of form fields, such as:
Edit fields (text boxes)
Combo boxes (drop-down lists)
List boxes
Check boxes
Radio buttons
Buttons
Here are the main JAWS keyboard commands for reviewing and navigating form fields:
General Form Field navigation:
Move to the next form field: Press F
Move to the previous form field: Press SHIFT+F
List all form fields on the page: Press INSERT+F5 if using Desktop keyboard layout and CAPS LOCK+F5 if using laptop layout
Move to the first form field: Press INSERT+CTRL+HOME if using Desktop keyboard layout and CAPS LOCK+CTRL+HOME if using Laptop layout
Move to the last form field: Press INSERT+CTRL+END if using Desktop keyboard layout and CAPS LOCK+CTRL+END if using Laptop layout
Specific Form Field types:
Next edit box: Press E
Previous edit box: Press SHIFT+E
List all edit boxes: Press CTRL+INSERT+E if using Desktop keyboard layout or CAPS LOCK+CTRL+E if using Laptop layout
Next combo box, list box, or tree view: Press C
Previous combo box, list box, or tree view: Press SHIFT+C
List all combo boxes, list boxes, or tree views: Press CTRL+INSERT+C if using Desktop layout or CTRL+CAPS LOCK+C if using Laptop layout
Next check box: Press X
Previous check box: Press SHIFT+X
List all check boxes: Press CTRL+INSERT+X if using Desktop keyboard layout or CTRL+CAPS LOCK+X if using Laptop layout
Next radio button: Press A
Previous radio button: Press SHIFT+A
List all radio buttons: Press CTRL+INSERT+A if using Desktop layout and CTRL+CAPS LOCK+A if using Laptop layout
Next button: Press B
Previous button: Press SHIFT+B
List all buttons: Press CTRL+INSERT+B if using Desktop keyboard layout and CTRL+CAPS LOCK+B if using Laptop layout
Working with Forms Mode:
Enter Forms Mode (to type or interact): Press ENTER when focused on a form field
Exit Forms Mode: Press NUMPAD PLUS, CAPS LOCK+SEMICOLON, or ESC
Tip: When in Forms Mode, you can use TAB and SHIFT+TAB to move between form controls.
Use the FSClipboard to copy multiple blocks of text
The FSClipboard is a JAWS feature that allows you to append multiple blocks of text to the clipboard. When copied, this text loses its formatting, so it all looks the same when pasted.
Use it to collect multiple pieces of text before pasting them all at once.
To add selected text to the FSClipboard: 
1. Press JAWS KEY+WINDOWS+C. The JAWS key is INSERT if you are using Desktop keyboard layout, and CAPS LOCK if you are using Laptop keyboard layout.
1. Press CTRL+V to paste all appended text to a document.
Use JAWS Skim Reading to quickly review web content
Skim Reading in JAWS is a feature that lets you quickly browse through long documents by reading only the first part of each paragraph, such as the first line or first sentence. This helps you get the main ideas from a document without having to read every word, making it easier to find important information quickly.
You may want to use Skim Reading when you need to review lengthy documents, emails, or web pages and want to save time by focusing only on key points or summaries.
To use Skim Reading:
1. Press CTRL+JAWS KEY+DOWN ARROW To start Skim Reading from your current cursor position. By default, JAWS will read the first line of each paragraph. You can change this to read the first sentence or set up custom rules.
1. To adjust Skim Reading preferences or create custom rules, press CTRL+SHIFT+JAWS KEY+DOWN ARROW to open the Skim Reading dialog.
1. To generate a summary of the document based on your Skim Reading settings, use the Create Summary button in the Skim Reading dialog. The summary will be displayed in the JAWS Results Viewer, and link to the corresponding text in the document so you can jump directly to that section.
1. Press ESC to exit the Results Viewer and return to the document or web page.
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